
On July 30, 2004, Bachus & Schanker, LLC,
moved our offices to one of Denver’s

newest and most beautiful buildings in lower
downtown. We are now officed on the fourth
floor in the 16 Market Square building, located
on the 16th Street Mall, directly across from
RTD’s Market Street Station (between Market
Street and Blake Street) and three blocks from
Union Station. Our new office encompasses
10,000 square feet of state-of-the-art space. This
move has improved our ability to use the latest
technology to meet the needs of our clients,
including mock trials, focus groups, and
videoconferences. Our new in-house mock-trial
room will enable clients to view and listen to
mock jurors deliberate on their cases before we
even go to trial. We have utilized a two-way
mirror and have wired the room for sound to
obtain the most accurate and useful information
regarding the potential outcomes of our clients’
cases at trial.

In addition, because our founding partners 

J. Kyle Bachus andDarin L. Schanker are
such frequent lecturers, we have incorporated
conference rooms large enough to host con-
tinuing legal education presentations and
seminars at our offices. This will enable the
attorneys at our firm and our colleagues in the
legal community to keep abreast of the changes
in personal injury law.

Completed in February 2001, the eight-story
mixed-use building that is now home to Bachus
& Schanker, LLC, embraces retail, commercial
office, and luxury residential space with a brick-
laden charm reminiscent of the late 19th cen-
tury. It is Denver’s first new first-class office
building in 15 years. The building was con-
structed using authentic building materials and
practices, resulting in the creation of a replica
turn-of-the-century building. 

All of us at Bachus & Schanker, LLC, look
forward to utilizing our new space to better
serve our clients and our community. We look
forward to seeing you at our new location.
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PERSONAL INJURY
PRACTICE

• Trial attorneys
• Free consultation
• Home appointments

available
• 24-hour emergency

service
• No recovery. No fee.

We do not get paid
unless you do.

W e  t a k e  y o u r  f a m i l y ’ s  s a f e t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y  p e r s o n a l l y .
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WE’VE MOVED!



FRAUDULENT
health
insurance 

Wrongdoers selling phony
insurance plans are popping up

everywhere. Their less-expensive
coverage may look very appealing to
Americans who lose coverage at
work, experience rapidly escalating
premiums, or cannot get coverage
elsewhere. 

Not only do scammers often lack
licenses to sell insurance, they also

don’t have suffi-
cient reserves to
cover payments.
Their game is to
pay smaller initial
claims to solicit
greater premiums
from future policy-
holders. A study
found that more
than 100,000
scam-insurance-
plan buyers have
been stuck with

$85 million in unpaid medical bills
since 2001. 

Experts offer the following warn-
ing signs to look for in potentially
counterfeit health-coverage
solicitations: 
■ Unbelievably low rates. 
■ No health prescreening
requirement. 
■ Automatic preexisting-condition
coverage. 
■ Promoted and endorsed by
individuals allegedly representing
labor unions or professional
associations. 
■ Sales pitches that replace
“insurance” with “benefits.” 

To check a plan’s legitimacy, call
our state’s insurance commissioner’s
office for licensing, know the agent
who will pay claims, and contact an
attorney for counsel.

SEAT BELTS SAVE LIVES 

No one ever plans on having an automobile accident. But 
everyone can plan to drive more safely and buckle seat belts. 

Here are some statistics on how seat belts can save lives: 
■ Seat belts save nearly 10,000 drivers’ and passengers’ lives
annually. 
■ Only seven in ten auto occupants in accidents are buckled up. 
■ Young males—age 16 to 25—are the least likely to buckle up
and are the most likely to be involved in life-endangering
accidents. 
■ Hospital costs for unbelted auto-crash victims are 50 percent
higher than for those who buckle up. 
■ If 90 percent of passengers use their seat belts by 2005, the
nation will likely see a 25 percent reduction in child fatalities in
accidents. 

PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY.

During the 2004 CTLA Annual Convention, J. Kyle Bachuswas
honored with an award recognizing his pro bono efforts on

behalf of the national Trial Lawyers Care program in his representa-
tion of a 9-11 victim. Mr. Bachus was one of only four attorneys
from Colorado who provided free legal servicesto victims of the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania,
and at the Pentagon. 

His client was a captain with the New York Critical Response
Medical Squad who participated in the rescue and recovery efforts in
the aftermath of the World Trade Center collapse on September 11,
2001. The captain was working inside a temporary emergency
medical center, helping to care for emergency-crew workers, when
an alarm went off, alerting the group that the building they were in
was in danger of collapsing. While evacuating the building, a fire
hose attached to a moving fire truck struck and catastrophically
injured our client. 

Mr. Bachus represented the captain before a Special Master
administering the September 11 Victim Compensation Fund. 
Mr. Bachus’s client was awarded more than $4.86 million as com-
pensation by the Fund. Mr. Bachus said many times that “it was a
great honor to represent a hero who was helping others after this
horrific national tragedy.”

Partner honored for
9/11 efforts



Workplace
injuries… 
…and equipment design 

Thousands and thousands of American
workers are injured on the job every day.

In fact, according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, 4.7 million nonfatal workplace
injuries and illnesses were reported during
2002. 

Many workplace injuries could be
prevented if manufacturers designed
machinery and other equipment with high
safety standards in mind, and businesses
required all machinery to be operated as
instructed. 

Worker fatality 
When workers are injured by defectively

designed equipment, our civil justice system
offers recourse. Family members of a woman
who suffered fatal injuries when a grinding
wheel she was working on exploded brought
suit. Their attorney alleged that the equip-
ment’s manufacturer failed to warn of design
dangers and was further negligent in failing to
include a protective guard on the equipment
that would have prevented serious injury. The
parties settled out of court. 

Secrecy and gag orders in our state and federal courts undermine every 
American’s right to know. Since the mid 1970s, defendants in civil

litigation, as a condition of settlement, have sought to keep out of the
public’s eye important information that should emerge from litigation. 

For instance, over the past 20 years, secret settlements have been reached
to conceal very important information about sexual abuse of children by
clergy, injuries from medical malpractice, automobiles that flip over or
explode in accidents, and medical procedures and products that endanger
health. 

This insidious practice also affects Americans’ perceptions of their courts
and our justice system. “Protective Orders” close off the nation’s courts,
which are supposed to be institutions open to public scrutiny and review.
“Sealed Court Files” deny a presumption of openness and honesty to court
proceedings. “Confidentiality Agreements” undermine the public’s respect
for the courts and justice. And “Secret Agreements” increase the likelihood
of additional litigation to find the truth.

LEGAL DICTIONARY

Many clients find legal terms puzzling. From time to time, we offer some 
easy-to-understand definitions to help clear things up. This time, we’ll

look at legal terms associated with civil wrongs. 

Tort 
This is behavior or an act that one person negligently or intentionally

performs which harms another person physically, monetarily, or in some other
way. Torts commonly involve assaults, auto accidents, defamation, fraud,
malpractice, and premises liability. The injured person has the right to sue for
damages. 

Tortfeasor 
A tortfeasor is a person who commits the act that harms another person. 

Tort of Another Doctrine 
This generally accepted convention permits a plaintiff to obtain reasonable

compensation for attorney’s fees they have paid to sue a tortfeasor or third party.

SECRET settlements

Thousands of American workers
are injured on the job every day.
When workers are injured by
defectively designed equipment,
our civil justice system offers
recourse. 
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FIRM NEWS
Bachus elected to serve
Colorado consumers

At the 2004 Colorado Trial Lawyers Association
(CTLA) Convention, founding partner J. Kyle Bachus
was elected to serve Colorado consumers on a national
level as a member of the Association of Trial Lawyers
of America’s (ATLA) Board of Governors. This is a big
honor for Mr. Bachus. There are 56,000 ATLA
members worldwide, but only two attorneys are elected
from each state to occupy this prestigious position. 

ATLA is an organization dedicated to promoting
justice and fairness for injured persons, safeguarding
victims’ rights through the jury system, and strength-
ening the civil justice system through education and
disclosure of information critical to public health and
safety. Mr. Bachus will serve as a member of the
ATLA Board of Governors through 2007. 

Schanker to serve as
Treasurer of CTLA

Darin L. Schanker continues his climb toward the
presidency of the Colorado Trial Lawyers Association
(CTLA). After serving as an officer in the capacity of
the secretary for the past year, Mr. Schanker will serve
the next year as the treasurer, working his way toward
serving as president of the CTLA. Mr. Schanker will
assume the highest office in 2006. The Colorado Trial

Lawyers Association is comprised of Colorado trial
lawyers who are committed to the protection and
advancement of individual rights and to the advance-
ment of trial advocacy skills, high ethical standards, 
and professionalism in the ongoing effort to preserve
and improve the American system of jurisprudence. 
Mr. Schanker looks forward to working with the other
members of the CTLA and their Board of Directors to
continue their work in protecting the rights of every
citizen of Colorado.

Bachus is re-elected 
for the third time

During the 2004 Colorado Trial Lawyers Association
Annual Convention, J. Kyle Bachuswas re-elected, for
the third time, to the CTLA Board of Directors. His
current term of office will expire in 2006. 

Schanker heads 
bipartisan committee

Darin L. Schanker is heading up a bipartisan
committee working to gain support for Republican and
Democratic candidates in the upcoming November
election who are committed to ensuring consumer
rights. In August, Mr. Schanker had the privilege of
speaking to an audience of his peers on this issue during
the 2004 Colorado Trial Lawyers Annual Convention.

FIRM NEWS


