
Bachus & Schanker would like to 
introduce one of its newest Attor-
neys, Maaren Johnson. Ms. John-
son joined the firm in March af-
ter completing Law School in 2008. 

Ms. Johnson grew up in Seattle, 
Washington and Telluride, Colora-
do. She completed her undergradu-
ate degree at the University of Colo-

rado, Boulder and then moved to Chicago where she attended the John Marshall Law School. 

While a student at John Marshall, Ms. Johnson worked as a law clerk for a medi-
cal malpractice and personal injury firm. Ms. Johnson also had the opportunity to ex-
tern with a judge on the Cook County Circuit Court while attending law school. 

Ms. Johnson is licensed to practice law in both Illinois and Colorado. She is a member 
of the American Bar Association, as well as the Illinois and Colorado Bar Associations. 

After  several years in Chicago, Ms. Johnson is happy to be back 
in the beautiful state of Colorado. In her first several months 
with Bachus & Schanker, she is thrilled to be focusing on her 
personal injury practice and advocating on behalf of her clients.

In addition to the wave of personal injury 
lawsuits still emerging from Toyota’s recent 
recalls, the auto maker now faces a new set 
of legal issues. These latest challenges are 
not stemming from injuries, but from di-
minished car values.

Diminished auto value is the loss of market 
value of a vehicle. This type of problem is 
typically caused by accidents. Even when 
properly repaired, a vehicle with an accident 
history will almost always be lower in value 
than one that hasn’t. 

In the case of Toyota, the recent recalls have 
caused car values to decline. Even after de-
fects have been repaired, the value of the car 
may be permanently affected.

Recalls over the past several months have 
been the largest in Toyota’s history. The 

problems began several months ago with 
poorly fitting floor mats and sticking gas 
pedals which caused sudden and uncon-
trolled acceleration. 
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Toyota Recalls
More Than A Repair Issue

Founding partners J. Kyle Bachus and Darin L. 
Schanker have been named 2010 Colorado Su-
per Lawyers. This is the fourth consecutive year 
of Super Lawyer recognition for both attorneys. 

“We are again, extremely honored to be 
selected as Super Lawyers,” said Darin 
Schanker. “We will continue to work for the 
rights of injury victims and we stand firm 
in  our commitment to providing the best le-
gal counsel for  accident victims in Colorado.”

Every year, Law & Politics, a division of Key 
Professional Media, Inc. employs a rigorous 
multi-phase process in their selection of Su-
per Lawyers. This includes peer nominations 
and evaluations combined with third party re-
search. Attorneys nominated for Super Law-

yers are evaluated on 12 indicators of peer 
recognition and professional achievement. 

The  2010 Super Lawyer list is based on sur-
veys of thousands of lawyers from nearly 
70 practice areas. Only five percent of attor-
neys in Colorado receive this honor each year.

2010 Colorado Super Lawyers
 Kyle Bachus & Darin Schanker Selected

Spring 2010

Experienced Trial Attorneys

Free Consultations

Home Appointments Available

24-hour emergency service

Denver Office
1400 16th Street
Suite 450
Denver, CO  80202

Colorado Springs Office
102 S. Tejon Street
Suite 1100
Colorado Springs, CO  80903

Fort Collins Office
123 N. College Avenue
Suite 211
Ft. Collins, CO  80524

info@coloradolaw.net
866.382.0706 toll-free

Visit: 

www.ColoradoLaw.net
For more information, news 

and frequent updates.

TM

TM



What is Preemption and
How Will it Effect Consumers

A separate recall was subsequently announced for braking 
problems in Toyota’s Prius, the company’s leading hybrid 
car.

To date, Toyota has recalled nearly 8.5 mil-
lion vehicles and the number of diminished 
value claims is growing rapidly. Consumer 
lawsuits seeking economic damages for lost 
value have been filed in at least 30 states.

Automotive valuation services like Kelly 
Blue Book estimate that recalls have affected 
Toyota resale values by as much as 4 percent. That number 
could eventually climb to 6 percent or higher.

This leaves many Toyota owners in a troubling financial 
situation. The cars simply may not be worth what they were 
just a short time ago. Toyota owners with long-term car 

payments may find themselves upside 
down in their loan, owing more than the 
car is worth.

Toyota is not the first auto maker to 
face diminished value legal actions. 
Ford made payments of up to $500 per 
plaintiff in 2008 when 800,00 custom-
ers joined a class-action suit. The di-
minished value claims came after a tire 
recall on Explorer sport utility vehicles.

Toyota is facing a rapidly increasing 
number of class-action cases due to the 
declining resale value of its cars. Con-
sumer lawsuits total more than 40 so far 
and could cost the company several bil-
lion dollars.

If you or a loved one has been injured 
because of a Toyota recall issue, call the attorneys at Ba-
chus & Schanker  for a FREE consultation: 866-382-0706.

“This leaves many 
Toyota owners in a 
troubling financial sit-
uation. The cars sim-
ply may not be worth 
what they were just a 
short time ago. Toyota 
owners with long-term 
car payments may find 
themselves upside 
down in their loan, 
owing more than the 
car is worth.”

Toyota Recalls  (cont’d)
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Protecting the Rights of 

Trucking Accident Victims

       

In 2008 alone, accidents involving large trucks 
were responsible for more than 4,000 fatalities in 
the United States. While large trucks represent only 
a small percentage of vehicles on the road, they are 
involved in an alarming number of accidents. 

The federal government has made an effort to pass 
laws that protect the public, yet trucking accidents 
continue to be an area of concern.

It is important to know that trucking companies 
have teams of lawyers on-call to respond to ac-
cidents. The job of these teams is to investigate the 
crash, and do anything necessary to mitigate the 
responsibility of the trucking company. 

If you are ever involved in a serious injury accident with a large truck, it 
is imperative that you receive the same legal assistance. The time imme-
diately following a crash is crucial in protecting your rights. You must act 
quickly to make sure your needs are met. The evidence at the scene of a 
crash may affect the ability to prove liability and assess damage claims. 

The experienced personal injury lawyers at Bachus & Schanker, LLC  
make it a priority to protect the legal rights of accident victims injured in 

large-truck accidents. When you retain our firm in cases involving seri-
ous injuries, we will make sure you are afforded the same rights as the 
trucking companies. 

Our lawyers will assemble a team of accident reconstruction experts and 
experienced accident investigators within hours to ensure your legal in-
terests are protected.

If you or a loved one has been injured, call the attorneys at Bachus & 
Schanker for a FREE consultation: 866-382-0706.

The Truth About Large Truck Accidents
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Bachus & Schanker Supports 
MADD 2010 Candlelight Vigil

On April 25, Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) held its annual candlelight vigil for those 
affected by alcohol related crashes in Colorado. 

The event began in the Gates Garden Court of the 
Denver Botanic Gardens, where attendees lit can-
dles in tribute to victims of drunk driving crashes.

The vigil then moved into the Gates Hall where sur-
vivors of crashes addressed the crowd. Attendees 
also heard from MADD Representatives and viewed 
a slide show, honoring those killed or injured.

Bachus & Schanker is the statewide Sponsor 

of MADD Colorado and founding partner Darin 
Schanker presented a reading at the candlelight vigil.

Each year, MADD hosts the candlelight vigil to give 
a platform to those affected by drunk driving, and 
to raise awareness and support in the community. 

The vigil and the evening of remembrance was 
concluded as supporters carried candles in trib-
ute to victims. The group walked together down 
a path at the Denver Botanic Gardens at Dusk.

MADD is  one of the nations largest crime vic-
tim assistance organizations, providing ser-
vices at no cost to victims and survivors in-
cluding support from trained advocates and 
a network of peers, guidance through the 
judicial process and counseling referrals.

To learn more about MADD or 
to receive victim services at no cost,
please visit www.madd.org or call 
1-877-MADD-HELP.
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Dolls for Daughters and Toys for Boys is preparing to host its second annual Bowl-a-
thon in an effort to raise support for underprivileged children in the Denver Metro Com-
munity.

The Bowl-a-thon will be held on Saturday, May 22nd at Elitch Lanes Bowling Alley, from 
12 p.m. until 3 p.m. For more information, please visit the Dolls for Daughters web site at 
www.dollsfordaughters.com. 

Dolls for Daughters gives doll donations to families served by Denver Children’s Home, 
SafeHouse Denver, Samaritan House, The Gathering Place, Warren Village and other 
charities for girls.  

Dolls for Daughters partners with the Bachus & Schanker Cares Foundation to serve as a 
drop-off location and spread the word about the Dolls for Daughters organization. 

The Dolls for Daughters mission is to put a smile on the faces of underprivileged children 
and to help struggling families get on their feet in the Denver Metro Community. 

To learn more about Dolls for Daughters or to make a cash donation, visit 
www.dollsfordaughters.com or e-mail info@dollsfordaughters.com


